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St. Mary’s Pre-School Newsletter – Autumn Term 2014 

 
 

News 
 

It’s good to be back! 

A big welcome to all our new parents and carers, 

and welcome back to all those returning for 

another year! We have had a busy couple of 

weeks - it’s lovely to see our older children getting 

back into their routines and our new children 

finding their feet in pre-school. 
 

Open Evening – Tues 11th November, 7pm-8pm  

Open evening is an ideal opportunity to look at 

your child’s Learning Journey with their key person 

and discuss their learning and development within 

the Early Years Foundation Stage. Don’t forget 

you are welcome to look at your child’s Learning 

Journey or come and chat to us with any 

feedback or comments at any time. 
 

AGM Tuesday 11th November 8.15pm-9pm 

Our Annual General Meeting will be held just after 

open evening this year. This is a short meeting 

which we are required to hold with parents/carers 

as we are a registered charity. Coffee and cake 

will be served, and all parents who attend the 

AGM will be entered into a prize draw to win £50 

of credit to spend with pre-school.  More details 

will be sent out next month! 
 

‘Dogs Don’t Do Ballet’ Theatre Trip, Wolsey Studio 

Thursday 11th Dec 

We have a limited number of tickets available for 

the show. Each child needs to be accompanied 

by a parent/ carer. Children’s tickets will be paid 

for by the preschool, and adults’ tickets are £5 

each. If you wish your child to attend but you are 

unable to accompany them then please speak to 

Bev. A letter will be sent out nearer the time with 

further details, and you can read more about the 

show at www.wolseytheatre.co.uk    
 

 

Nursery Rhyme Nativity - Monday 15th December 

 All children have the opportunity to take part in 

our traditional Nativity play using songs along with 

music from familiar Nursery Rhymes. Please come 

along & support your child during this special 

event.  

Mornings:  Arrive at 10.45am for refreshments & 

the play will start at 11.15am.    

Afternoons: Arrive at 1.45pm for refreshments & 

the play will start at 2.15pm.    

If you would like your child to take part & they do 

not attend on a Monday, please let us know. 

If you do not wish your child to participate in the 

play please speak to Bev or Jackie M. 
 

St. Mary’s Preschool Children’s Christmas Party 

Tuesday 16th December - normal session time   

During the party the children will get the chance 

to see a Puppet show and a Magic show, make 

party hats, enjoy party food and receive a visit & 

gift from Father Christmas.  

If you are able to come & help then please speak 

to Bev or Jackie M. The party will be during the 

normal pre-school sessions that day.   

 

Pre-school Committee 

St Mary’s Pre-school is a parent-managed setting 

and is governed by a committee of parent 

volunteers. Our next meeting is on Tuesday 7th 

October at 8pm. If you are interested in joining or 

would like to find out more, please see the 

committee page on our website. 
 

Its official – we’re top rated! 

A few days ago the Food Standards Agency 

made an unannounced inspection of our 

premises and food handling procedures. We are 

thrilled to be rated as ‘5’ for our food standards – 

top marks!  

Dates for your Diary 

 

Monday 20th October   Photographer 

Tuesday 11th November   Open Evening, 7pm, followed by AGM at 8.15pm 

Thursday 11th December   Theatre Visit to see Dogs Don’t Do Ballet, Wolsey Studio 

Monday 15th December                Nativity Play 

Tuesday 16th December                     Christmas Party 

 

 

                            
 

http://www.stmarys-preschool-ipswich.org.uk/


General Information 
 

Outdoor play 

We access our garden at all times and in all 

weathers, so please make sure your child brings a 

warm coat & wellies. Please remember to write 

your child’s name on all their clothes and shoes. 

We will also be taking part in ‘Forest Schools’ 

activities in the garden area of St Marys’ Primary 

school after half term. The Forest Schools 

programme is designed to give the children a 

varied experience of woodland and nature 

through experimental hands on tasks & activities. 

More details will follow in the coming weeks. 
 

Lunch Club 

Lunch club allows your child to get 

used to eating lunch together with 

other children and, when combined 

with a morning and an afternoon 

session, means children can stay all 

day. There are still a few places 

available for you to book. Ideas for a healthy 

lunchbox can be found on the ‘Parents Table’ - 

please remember to write your child’s name on 

their lunch box. To book, contact Michelle, our 

admissions officer, on 07806 525317. 
 

Security 

To ensure the safety of the children, the front door 

will be locked promptly at the start of the session, 

after the children’s arrival and reopened five 

minutes before the end of the session. If you need 

access between these times then please ring the 

bell or call 807252 and a member of staff will let 

you in.  
 

Information Boards  

To find out what activities or events that your child 

participates in outside of pre-school, we have 

boards with post it notes/pens for you to write 

comments on, plus Holiday and Weekend sheets 

for you to fill in with your children. It’s a great way 

for us to open up a discussion with your child whilst 

inspiring us to include the theme within the pre-

school environment. 
 

Parents Rota 

We would love for you to come and take part in 

one or two of the sessions at pre-school, or even 

to come in and do some cooking with the 

children. It is a wonderful opportunity to see your 

child in action with us, and gain an insight into 

what they do when they are here. Please add 

your name to the rota on the parents’ table or 

complete the form attached to show your 

interest. 
 

Follow us on Facebook! 

Find out all the latest preschool news and get 

handy reminders of preschool events by liking us 

on Facebook. Search for ‘St Mary’s Preschool’. 

Calling all artistic parents! 

The frieze around the bottom of the Play House is 

looking a little tired and is in need of re-painting. If 

there are any artistic parents who could spare an 

evening to re-paint the flowers and hedgehogs, 

please let us know! 
 

Every Child a Talker Project 

We have been part of the ‘Every Child a Talker’ 

project (Ecat) for the past three years. The aim of 

the project is to strengthen children’s early 

language development by improving the quality 

of language provision within early years settings. 

Funding has enabled us to provide activities and 

resources to encourage communication and 

language development within the setting and in 

the home environment. Please feel free to borrow 

a Story Sack or books from our Lending Library. 
 

Junk Modelling 

The children really enjoy building & creating their 

own structures using a range of different materials. 

We would be grateful for contributions of empty 

clean boxes, packets, kitchen rolls, wrapping 

paper tubes, bottles & yogurt pots. We would also 

love some larger boxes for the children to create 

structures in our outside play area. Please, no toilet 

rolls, egg boxes or containers that have had food 

with nuts in due to children with allergies. 

 

Staff and training 

We would like to welcome Sian Upson to the 

team. Sian holds a Level 6 Early Years Degree and 

has gained valuable experience in a number of 

settings. Sian will be working with us full-time and 

we are very happy to have her on board.  

The staff are also going to be busy learning this 

term and will be taking part in the following 

courses between them: Supporting Children with 

English as an Additional Language, Safeguarding, 

Supporting Early Writing, Outdoor Learning, Food 

Hygiene, Special Educational Needs Target 

Setting, Twos are Special, and Positive Behaviour. 
 

Change of Clothing 

Please ensure that you provide your child with a 

change of clothing in a named bag, just in case 

we need to change them.  It is helpful if your child 

is wearing clothes that are easy for them to 

manage when they are accessing our children’s 

toilets. 

 

Term Dates 

 

2014/15 

Autumn Term 

Begins 4th September  

Ends 19th December 

Half Term Break 

27th October- 31st 

October 

Spring Term 

Begins 6th January 2015 

Ends 26th March 2015 

Half Term Break 

16th February - 20th 

February 

Summer Term 

Begins 13th April 2015 

Ends 21st July 2015 

Half Term Break 

25th May-29th May 

 


