
 

 

St Mary’s Pre-school Newsletter 

Autumn Term 2017 

 
Dates for your diary 

 

Welcome 
Dear Parents, we would like to welcome you all to our Autumn Term. We say Hello to 
some new faces and welcome back to our returning families. Since starting in September 
the children have settled in so well, building relationships with their key people and new 
friendships with the other children. We have lots going on this term and some updates for 
you all, especially in the run up to Christmas so please keep reading to make sure you are 
up to date on it all ☺ 

 

Staff Training and Updates 
We are all sad to say a big goodbye to Michelle who has left her role as play assistant and 
admissions officer at pre-school. Georgina, our committee admin assistant, will be taking 
over admissions in the interim while a new admissions officer is appointed. Goodbye and 
Good Luck Michelle!  
We would like to welcome Lucy to our pre-school team. Lucy is a new relief play assistant 
so you may see her from time to time during your time at pre-school.  
Heidi, Emma and Lisa have recently updated their First Aid Training while Donna is 
continuing to work hard on her Level 2 childcare course and Hazel her Level 4 childcare 
course. 

 

Lunch Club 
Due to severe nut allergies within pre-school we must insist that no nut products are 
included in your childs lunch box for example, peanut butter, nutella, nut bars e.g nakd 

23/10/17 -

27/10/17 

Half Term 

30/10/17 First day back after half term 

07/11/17 Pre-School Committee Annual General Meeting 8:00pm 

13/11/17 Pre-School stay and play session 9am-12pm 

14/11/17 Dad, Uncle, Grandad Stay and Play Session 

06/12/17 WOW said the Owl Wolsey Studio Trip 

18/12/17 Christmas Nativity 

19/12/17 Christmas Party 



bars and raw nuts. Please also cut grapes in half vertically due to these being a severe 
choking hazard. Thank you! 

 

Labelling your childs items 
Please could we ask that all your childs belongings be labeled with their name especially 
lunch boxes included drinks bottles and their blue pre-school jumpers. We try our best to 
return items to their owners but its really difficult if they are not labeled. 

 

Stay and Play Sessions 
We will be having two stay and play sessions after half term. These will be on Monday 
13th November 9am-12pm and Tuesday 14th November 9am-12pm. These sessions will 
just be for children who attend those sessions. The Tuesday 14th November session will 
be a special “ Dads, Uncles, Grandad’s stay and play session” We will be sending out a 
separate post about this so keep your eyes peeled! These stay and play sessions are a 
special time for a childs loved one to stay with them and play together at pre-school. 
These sessions give you a chance to share special learning experiences with your child. If 
your child does not attend a Monday or Tuesday don’t worry as we will have more stay 
and play sessions in the future. 

 

Tapestry 
We will be posting a lot of important information on Tapestry for example messages about 
trips, term dates, reminders etc so please check your childs account regularly.  
We would also love it if parents could add their own pictures to their childs tapestry 
account. We love to see what our key children have been up to outside of pre-school and 
our parent interaction on Tapestry was one thing Ofsted really praised us on. We would 
love this to continue so please add photos, videos and comments to your childs account. 

 

Picking up your child  
Please can we remind parents/carers to be on time to collect their child from pre-school. 
Please be there to collect your child when we open the front door at 12pm and 3:30pm. If 
you are stretched for time e.g. collecting another child from another school please tell your 
key person and you are always welcome to pick up your child from us early if this helps 
you. We of course understand that at times things happen that are unavoidable e.g 
buses/traffic and you will be late. If this happens please call us on 01473 807252 so that 
we are aware. 

 

Fare Share Food Heroes 
This term we have signed up to the Fareshare Food Campaign to combat food wastage. 
As a charity, we collect Tesco’s surplus food, which they donate to us, on a Wednesday 
morning. We are given A LOT of food, which really helps us, as we then do not have to 
purchase so much for our snack. We get lots of wonderful baked goods and fruit and 
vegetables. The children have been enjoying items such as cheese loaf and French 



baguette for snack. We have also been giving our Wednesday morning parents some 
breakfast treats; which we hope you have been enjoying. 

 

Wolsey Studio Trip 
We will be having a trip to see WOW said the Owl in December. Be sure to bring back 
your return slip and money in an envelope marked with your child’s name, the amount of 
money and reason for payment as soon as possible if you would like to come! 

 

Parent Helpers 
We love to learn new things at pre-school. If any parents/relatives have a special talent 
e.g dancing, instruments or even some special cooking which they would like to share we 
would LOVE you to come into pre-school and show us during a session. Please speak to 
Bev if you feel you have anything you would like to share! 
 

Parents Evening 
We will be having parents evening appointments in November. Please keep check of your 
Tapestry account to see when this will be. 

 

PD Date Change 
Please be aware we previously stated that Tuesday 19th December would be a PD day. 
This is no longer the case, Tuesday 19th December will now be the Christmas party day, 
you will receive a letter about this closer to the time. Our 3rd January 2018 PD Day will go 
ahead as planned. 

 
Thanks for reading!! - From your Pre-School staff :) 

 
Committee News – please see below notices from our parent Committee. 
Message from the Committee Chairperson:  
For accounting reasons, from this term onwards please could any money or cheques to 
be passed over at Pre-school come in a sealed envelope with the following written on the 
front:  
• the name of your child  
• the amount of money in the envelope  
• brief reason for the payment (i.e fees, lunch club, raffle tickets etc)  
If you forget please do not worry, we will have envelopes at Pre-school for you to fill in.  
Envelopes should only be passed to Jackie J (our Administrator), Bev (Manager) or 
Jackie M (Deputy). All other staff will be happy to point you in the right direction if you are 
unsure who to give them to.  
I thank you for your help with this matter in advance.  
Kind regards  
Denise Lavender (Chair Person 

 


